Subcultural Theories

® Developed to account for delinquency

. . among lowerxclass males, especially
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The Formation of Subcultures @ Argues that delinqguent subcultures

emerge in response to special problems
that member of the dominant culture do
not face
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Three-Types of Gangs The Lower-€fass Boy and Lower-
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® Criminal Gangs _

®/Conflict Gangs L Lower-cl_ass boys who become dellnqut_ant are
responding to a lower-Class culture, which is

© Retreatist Gangs characterized by a female-based household,
and the one-sex peer unit.

@ Miller viewed the structure of this class in
terms of six focal concerns: trouble,
toughness, smartness, excitement, fate, and
autonomy, which combine to distinguish
lower-class from middle-class culture




