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Hormones and Behavior
Psychology 106 (4 credit units) – Fall 2005

Tuesday/Thursday 2:00 to 3:20

Warren Lecture Hall (WLH) 2005


Course website:

http://www-psy.ucsd.edu/~mgorman/psy1322005.html
Professor:

Michael R. Gorman (mgorman@ucsd.edu)


Office:  2541 Mandler Hall (go through Room 2537); Phone:  822-2466 


Office hours:  Tues. 3:30 – 4:30 and by appointment

Graduate Student Teaching Assistant:

Paul Romanowich (promanowich@ucsd.edu)


Office:  B155 McGill (enter building through west door/elevator, or through Mandler)


Office hours:  Thurs. 10-11; and Fri 12-1.

Course Description:

This course surveys the field variously referred to as Behavioral Endocrinology, Neuroendocrinology or, more simply, Hormones and Behavior.  The goal is to understand the influence of hormones on behavior AND of behavior on hormones.  The emphasis is on steroid hormones, which are important in sexual behavior and sex differences in bodily form, brain organization and various behaviors.  Additional topics covered are listed on the back of this syllabus. 

Required Text:

An Introduction to Behavioral Endocrinology (3rd Ed.) Randy J. Nelson, available at the bookstore and at Geisel Library.

Supplemental readings will be posted on the course website                 

Grading:

There will be two midterm exams and a final exam on the dates indicated in the syllabus. Each midterm and the final exam will consist of multiple-choice questions, short answer/identification and one or two essay questions.  The midterms and the final are not cumulative but will assume knowledge of earlier sections of the course. All exams will be "closed book" meaning no text or notes may be consulted. Please bring PINK Scantron forms (F-1712-ERI) and bring #2 pencils for each exam.  The exams are weighted equally.  To pass the course, you must take all three exams.

Make-up exams: These are strongly discouraged. If a medical emergency results in the missing of an exam, an alternate exam may be arranged after adequate written documentation of the medical excuse is provided. This exam, taken within 2 weeks of the original exam, will be mostly short essays. Under no circumstances will an individual student be allowed to make-up more than one exam.

Although unlikely to exercise this option, the professor reserves the right to make changes to all of the grading policies described above.

Academic conduct:

Although the vast majority of students is of high academic integrity, it is still necessary to say that cheating will not be tolerated.  Students found cheating will fail the course (see the General Catalog for UCSD’s policy on academic dishonesty), and full academic disciplinary measures will be taken.  There will be no exceptions.  Cheating includes providing test answers, taking test answers or otherwise representing work of others as your own.
Course schedule (see website for pages to skip, focus on, etc.)

Week
Date
Lecture
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Th Sept 22
Introduction, Course logistics etc
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1 

Tu Sept 27 
Hormones and Receptors

1 

Th Sept 29 
Methods and Techniques
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2 

Tu Oct 4  
Sexual Differentiation

2 

Th Oct 6 
Permanent and Reversible Effects of Hormones
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3 

Tu Oct 11
Sex Differences in Brains

3 

Th Oct 13 
Exam #1
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4 

Tu Oct 18 
In-class Video

4 

Th Oct 20 
Male Sex Behavior
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5 

Tu Oct 25 
Female Sex Behavior

5 

Th Oct 27 
Gender Identity
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Tu Nov 1
Parental Behavior

6 

Th Nov 3 
Bonding and Affiliation
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Tu Nov 8
Anabolic Steroids

7 

Th Nov 10 
Exam #2
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Tu Nov 15 
Film/Learning

8 

Th Nov 17 
Cognition
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Tu Nov 22 
Eating

9 

Th Nov 24 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
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Tu Nov 29
Mood, Pregnancy and Contraception

10 
Th Dec 1 
TBD
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