
Correct-answer feedback is important for learning verbal materials such 
as foreign language vocabulary (2).

When is it best to provide correct-answer feedback? 
Immediate feedback might be best because it allows errors to be fixed right 
away (4, 5). 

Delayed feedback might be best because the delay weakens the memory 
for the error, making it less likely to interfere with the correct response (1, 6).  
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CONCLUSIONS

Delayed feedback was more beneficial than immediate 
feedback, and this benefit was observed for both correct 
responses and wrong responses.

The feedback delay benefit may have been due to the 
spaced repetition of feedback in Experiment 2.

We found no evidence that subjects must forget their wrong 
responses in order to learn the correct response (1, 6).

Feedback delay benefit occurred even for errors of omission 
in Experiment 1.

No harmful effects occurred when subjects were forced to 
guess and then given immediate feedback (3).
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